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“Imperial Collection” vodka is sold in decorative bottles, in gift packaging, and in the
form of Easter eggs, in classic Faberge style. Article on page 19.



· Membership & Website items
to Jacky Drake.

· Whisky items to Alex Barclay.
· Competition correspondence

to Tony Ash.
· White Spirit items to Roy Nixon.
· Ceramic/Stoneware/Figural

items to Dave Allen.
· Club Stock enquiries to

Gay Coleman.
· Newsletter items not covered

above to Jacky Drake.
· All other correspondence

to Club Secretary Dave Allen.

2 Chairman’s Chatter

This is my first article as your newly elected
chairman, and I have the sad duty of in-
forming you of the recent death of Paul
Conniff.  Paul epitomised everything that
is good in our hobby, with both his en-
thusiasm and knowledge.  He also became
a great friend to everyone who had the
good fortune to meet him.  His newsletter
reports and articles, as well as his tireless
activities working behind the scenes on
the committee will be very sadly missed.
His recent roles included publicity and
port officer’s, as well as his ongoing la-
bour of love compiling and updating the
club archive files.  Needless to say we will
all miss him dreadfully, and our heartfelt
condolences go out to Lynne.

After the resignation of Terry Robins ear-
lier in the year, and my subsequent eleva-
tion to the interim role as joint chairman
along with Gay Coleman, I was elected to
this lofty position on a more permanent
basis at the AGM in May.  As everyone
who knows me will no doubt confirm, what
you see is what you get with me, but in
saying that, I promise that I will serve the
club to the very best of my ability through-
out my tenure.

Due to the unusually high number of
changes to the committee over the previ-
ous twelve months it was decided to ac-
cept nominations for all positions on the
committee at the AGM.  Without doubt,
the biggest upset was the resignation by
David Hamilton from his role as newslet-
ter editor, a position he held with distinc-
tion for the best part of twenty years.   After
losing out to Jacky Drake by the narrow-
est of margins for the position of member-
ship secretary, he felt that he could not go
on as newsletter editor.

In spite of the fact that he had already
been voted back on to that position.  It
only remains for me to thank David on
behalf of all members for his dedication
and hard work over the years.  He has
undoubtedly been instrumental in
bringing the Mini Bottle Club to the fore
throughout the collecting world.

After David’s resignation, Jacky agreed
to ensure that the immediate future of
the newsletter was secure by accepting
the position of temporary newsletter
editor.  She will no doubt bring her own
style to the job in the short term, al-
though the present format will take some
beating!

One of the biggest headaches for the
committee over the years has been the
flow of information through the club.
Information and correspondence rel-
evant to the various officers has not al-
ways reached them, thus causing de-
lays, omissions and frustration.  For the
future smooth-running of the club, it
would be much appreciated if the fol-
lowing protocol could be followed:
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We have vacancies in the specialisms of rum, liqueurs, cognac/brandy, as well as the
newsletter editor.  If anyone feels they can benefit the club in any of these positions,
please contact Dave Allen in the first instance.

Finally, since the AGM I have received numerous emails, phone calls and letters from
members.  Some of these have been dealt with, some have been forwarded to the
relevant officer for their attention, and the remainder will be dealt with at the commit-
tee meeting in August.  If you come in to the last category, then please be patient ‘till
then.

Roy Nixon, Chairman
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‘I would like to say thank you to our
many friends in the Mini Bottle Club
for the cards and letters recieved at
this sad time and especially like to
thank those who made the journey to
Alexandria on the 23rd June to say
farewell to Paul.

Lynne Conniff

4 Members Corner

1953 - 2006

For Sale

Non-Member - Private miniature bottle
collection for sale.

187 whisky malts, 136 whisky blends, 5
whisky liqueurs, 7 bourbon, 5 Irish whis-
key, 2 Welsh whiskey, 2 Canadian whisky,
1 Grain whisky, 15 brandy, 8 gin, 18 rum,
27 misc liqueur, 4 Port, 34 misc, 6 Sherry, 9
Vodka, 1 Guinness.

All in pristine condition - Buyer respon-
sible for carriage and charges

To submit an offer or request a full listing
telephone Trevor on 01553 67222 for more
details, or email: Badgirl.52@tiscali.co.uk.
Send SAE to Trevor Isle, The Warren, 120
Wootton Road, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE30
4BT for full listing.

Paul Conniff

Officials Contacts
Club Secretary & Ceramic Officer - Dave Allen, 11 Beechwood Gardens,
Mossend, N.Lanarkshire, ML4 2PF. Tel:  01698 333495. email:
david_allen@blueyonder.co.uk
President - David Maund, Charfield House, Burnetts Lane, Horton Heath, Nr.
Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 7DG. Tel: 023 8069 5506. email:
dmaund@bellsbottles.co.uk
Chairman & White Spirits Of ficer - Roy Nixon, 95 Ashdale, Thorley Park, Bishop
Stortford, Herts, CM23 4EB. Tel: 07771 605794. email: clanroy@ntlworld.com
V. Chairman & Stock Officer - Gay Coleman, 73 Middleton Avenue, Greenford,
Middlesex, UB6 8BG. Tel: 0208 575 9477. email: gay.coleman@virgin.net
Treasurer - Mike & Rosemary Page, 26 Longmeadow Gardens, Birdham,
W.Sussex, PO20 7HP. Tel: 01243 514448. email: m.page31@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary Temp. Newsletter Editor  - Jacky Drake, 22 Falcon Road,
Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 8PL. Tel: 01249 819186. email: jackydrake@btopenworld.com
Whisky Specialist Officer - Alex Barclay, 36 Norman Avenue, Harborne, Birming-
ham, B32 2EY. Tel: 0121 6823 747. email: MBCWhisky2004@aol.com
Auction Officer - David Hamilton, 47 Burradon Road, Burradon, Cramlington,
Northumberland. Tel: 0191 2686 561. email: minibottleclub@aol.com
Competition Officer - Tony Ash, 4 Meadow Close, North Chingford, London, E4
7LD. Tel: 07790 644 556. email: snashtash@aol.com
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Jack had been a member of the mini bottle club for many years, he thought it was
superb, and had great admiration for David Hamilton, and the great effort and time he
put into the club, and the putting together of the newsletter. Many have met Jack, and
many more throughout the world have communicated with him. Recently I was talk-
ing to someone, regarding an order he had placed, and I was told, what a character he
was, and would be missed.

As a small boy I remember a cabinet with 81 whisky miniatures in, Jack always said we
would drink them when I reached 21, we never did, and the 81 turned into thousands.
As soon as I learnt to drive, I became Dad’s chauffeur and away we went, on our
many trips to all parts of Scotland and England, racing around from distillery to
distillery and outlet to outlet and to collect as many miniatures on our trips, the family
often with us. We visited many of you and viewed your excellent collections and
enjoyed your fine hospitality, thank you all, and Jack would not want me to forget
those great breakfasts we enjoyed at Jean Smart’s in Dufftown that set us up for the
day.

Jack’s knowledge of the whisky industry and its history was sound, something I was
so proud to hear him talk about.

Jack’s great collection, will remain with his family and hopefully pass through the
generations as it grows. As his son and knowing many of you, I look forward in the
future to seeing you at meets.

Please in Jack’s Memory raise a glass and toast his life and that of a great collector
and friend. Simply the Best.

God bless you all – John Brittain Jnr – Jack’s Chauffeur

5 JACK BRITT AIN



 by Tony Ash

6 Competition

The winner of the last competition is:
Andrew Fulcher  from Norwich who correctly stated the sailor was rescued on his
17th day.
This month’s competition.
Evil Eddie needed to bump off two of his gang who “knew too much”. He invited
them round to his house and presented them both with gin and tonics laced with
poison.
Frankie Sharpe, nervous and suspicious of Eddie’s intentions, downed his gin and
tonic in one, and asked for another which he similarly bolted, before making his
excuses and leaving.
Pete “The Knife” was not so paranoid and spent a pleasant evening lingering over
his drink while he chatted to Eddie about the good old days.
The next morning Pete was dead but Frankie was alive.
Why did the poison take no effect on Frankie ?

Entries to be posted to:
Tony Ash, 4 Meadow Close, North Chingford, London, E4 7LD
Please include full name & address with your answer.
Entries to arrive on or before Wednesday 13th September 2006.

Member Rodney Dunn recently cel-
ebrated the big 50 and the cake was a
present from his wife Karen, in full
Johnnie Walker colours. An original?
or can you do better! Send your pic-
tures for inclusion in the next available
newsletter. Wife Karen had to be per-
suaded to actually cut into the JW man
one week later. Whew!

BIG ‘50’



A.G.M.-  QUEEN’S HOTEL, BLACKPOOL  - SATURDAY 6th MAY 2006

Apologies were received from the following members:

Alan Studholme, Barry King, Hugh Thornton, Jack Brittain, Harland Johnson, J.S.
Cuthbertson, Bill Third, Charles Grigor, Peter Mantle, Mike & Rose Page, George
Gray, Brian Marshall, Paul Conniff,

The meeting was chaired by Roy Nixon, who welcomed a much smaller turnout than
usual to the meeting, so much so that he decided to dispense with the usual format
whereby each member introduced himself.

David Henderson was then asked to present the financial report for the year ended
31st December 2005.  He stated that although the club was undoubtedly in a very
sound financial state with a substantial cash balance, there had been an issue relating
to the value of the stock in hand, in particular the anniversary books.  As a result, the
accounts had not yet been signed off, but he did assure the members that a completed
financial statement would be available for insertion in issue four of the newsletter.

David Hamilton then took the floor to give his report on the membership for the past
year.  He stated that the membership of our club had held up well, especially when
compared with other clubs throughout the world, two of which had closed com-
pletely, while most of the others had drastically reduced memberships.  He did express
some disappointment however, at the poor uptake from the exercise undertaken to
mail drop all the past members of the Miniature Bottle Collector magazine with a free
copy of issue six of our magazine in 2005.  Out of 270 addresses mailed to, just seven
had taken out a membership.  The main reasons given for the low take-up were cost
and a lack of content in the magazine of interest to the American collectors.

David then went on to thank all his regular contributors to the newsletter over the
past year, as they had helped him to achieve another highly successful year as news-
letter editor.  He did stress however, that he was always keen to hear from any club
members who could pen an article for inclusion in future issues.

David then stated that the auction had been successful once again, but that in future
he would be restricting it to a maximum of five issues each year.  This would start in
the second half of this year when he would not be compiling an auction magazine with
issue six. In 2007 he intended to start with issue one of the newsletter and complete
four or five auctions.  David pointed out that 67% of the membership subscribed to
the auction magazine.

Contd.

7 Annual General Meeting - Minutes



 He went on to state that while it was recognised that auctions were a major
influence in helping to stifle the social side of the hobby, this was an inevitable

development with the major web auctions such as eBay encroaching into all aspects
of buying and selling.  The club auction was to be commended for at least encourag-
ing our own members to get involved in club sponsored events, and at the same time
expand their collections while buying from each other..
There then followed a few questions from the floor for David:

In response to one question he stated that he can accept any type of photographic
image for inclusion in a newsletter article, whether a JPEG or an ordinary photograph
that can be scanned.

In reply to another question he reaffirmed that he is always looking for articles for
inclusion in the magazine.

Alex Barclay then asked about the number of magazines that can be produced each
year, a question that was prompted by the lack of new issues that he is finding to fill
his articles.  He felt that perhaps fewer newsletters could perhaps mean more informa-
tive newsletters when they arrived on the doorstep.  In response it was pointed out
that the constitution stated “up to six newsletters per club year”, so it was possible to
reduce the number.  However, it was felt that an increase or a decrease in the number
of pages each issue when appropriate would be far more acceptable to the members.

The election of the new committee then followed.

· David Maund was unanimously accepted to remain as Honorary President.

· Roy Nixon was elected to the position of Chairman: Nominated by Rodney
Dunn and seconded by Dave Allen.

· Gay Coleman was elected to the position of Vice-Chairman: Nominated by
Rodney Dunn and seconded by Jacky Drake.

· David Hamilton was elected to the position of Newsletter Editor: Nominated
by Roy Nixon and seconded by Thomson Scott.

· Jacky Drake was elected to the position of Membership Secretary after a
show of hands.  She was nominated by Rodney Dunn and seconded by
Mike Hobbs.  David Hamilton was nominated by Joe Campbell and sec-
onded by Harry O’Neill.

· David Hamilton was elected to the position of Auction Officer: Nominated
by Roy Nixon and seconded by Dave Allen.

Contd.
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· Paul Conniff was elected to the position of Publicity Officer: Nominated by
Gay Coleman and seconded by Roy Nixon.

The specialist officers were elected unopposed as follows:

· Whisky Officer: Alex Barclay
· White Spirits Officer: Roy Nixon
· Ceramics Officer: Dave Allen
· Port Officer: Paul Conniff
· Competitions Officer: Tony Ash
· Rum Officer: Vacancy
· Liqueurs Officer: Vacancy

Dave Allen was asked to resume his role as General Secretary, which he agreed to do
until a more permanent arrangement could be made.

There then followed an in-depth discussion after David Hamilton stated that he felt
he could not continue as Newsletter Editor after being voted out of the position of
Membership Secretary, although he did agree to complete and mail the newsletter that
was in progress at present.

Jacky stated that she felt the membership could only increase appreciably if on-line
subscriptions could be made, and that this was a logical extension to her role as
Webmaster.  She went on to say that an on-line newsletter would be a natural progres-
sion too, but that the members should always be given the option of a hard copy if
that is what they preferred.  It was also pointed out that the costs involved in produc-
ing an electronic newsletter would be negligible, thus reducing the membership costs.
This she felt, would surely encourage the American subscribers to the Miniature
Bottle Collector magazine who had declined membership on cost grounds, to recon-
sider.

Mike Hobbs suggested that as David had agreed to complete the next newsletter, a
trial run could be carried out simultaneously with the existing format, giving all mem-
bers who’s e-mail addresses are registered with the club both a hard copy and a PDF
copy of the next newsletter, along with a questionnaire to state their preference.

Both David and Jacky agreed to complete this exercise with the hope that a success-
ful and satisfactory conclusion could be reached.  Jacky also agreed that she would
ensure that issue four of the newsletter would be produced, but that a replacement
newsletter editor should be sought.

In response to a question from the floor, David confirmed that his Burradon meeting
scheduled for 14th October will go ahead as usual, and further that it will remain on the
calendar for the foreseeable future. Contd.
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A possible meeting was also mooted for Berlin sometime in 2007.  Feasibility is to
be explored and a report prepared for the next committee meeting.  Venues such

as York and Kirkby Steven were then discussed as possible venues for the AGM 2007,
but they were both discounted as unviable, one due to cost and the other because of
a lack of local amenities for a family weekend.  It was therefore agreed that the AGM
2007 will again be in the Queen’s Hotel, Blackpool.  Bridlington is to be considered as
a possible venue for 2008.

A discussion then followed about how best to dispose of out-of-date club stock.
Anniversary books, club mugs, miniatures and postcards were all still available.  It
was ultimately agreed to sell off the books at £6.00 each plus p & p and write them off
immediately as zero value for the club accounts.  It was also felt that the mugs could
probably be sold on eBay, and the postcards given away to anyone who wanted
them.  It was noted that Paul Conniff had approached Douglas Laing & Co to ask if
they could re-label the 90+ anniversary miniatures we still held, but they dismissed
this as both uneconomical and unjustifiable to them.

Alex Barclay agreed to design a label himself for consideration.  It was also noted that
there were still some Tullibardine miniatures available, but the quantity and the terms
of sale of them were not known.  Roy agreed to approach Terry Robins to clarify the
situation regarding them.

Under AOB Jacky gave a brief update on the club website.  In the very short time that
she had been webmaster, she had managed to get the site up and running, but there
was still a lot of work to be done.  She did say though, that members’ contact details
could be included in it, along with links to members’ websites.  She also confirmed that
regular updates from meetings, including photos would regularly feature on it.

Also under AOB Alex Barclay asked for a vote of thanks to David Hamilton for all his
tireless work on behalf of the club in his roles as both membership secretary and
newsletter editor.  This was, quite naturally, acknowledged by everyone in the room.

Before the auction, which was conducted on this occasion by Rodney Dunn and
raised £21.20 for club funds, Roy closed the formal part of the meeting, prior to the
swap, buy and sell session that was scheduled for the afternoon.
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Club Leaflets

A new club leaflet has been updated and is currently being printed.
If anyone plans on making a trip to Scotland in the near future and is happy
to take some leaflets with them to replace the old ones in shops etc. please
ask for some to be mailed.



China Miniatur e Bottles Trail11
by Alan Low

I have always wanted to do
a trail about my Chinese
miniatures and finally I
have found the time to
compile a map of the areas.
It has taken me many hours
and here is the fruit of my
labor. I really hope you find
this interesting.
China is divided into 34 ad-
ministrative divisions. On
this trail I have featured 1
bottle to represent each ad-
ministrative division, sadly
I have only 28 bottles of
the 34 administrative divi-

sions. I have 6 more bottles to go and I am still weaving this dream to compile all 34
bottles.

I really need some help from collectors or non-collectors to look out for miniature
bottles from these 6 administrative divisions;

1. Anhui 2. Fujian 3. Gansu 4. Guangdong 5. Guizhou 6. Hainan

Chinese Miniatures

15. Liaoning  16. Qinghai  17. Shaanxi  21. Yunnan  27. Xinjiang  28. Xizang (Tibet)

If you feel you can help me then please email me on sanlowalan@yahoo.com or to
view my web site go to http://sanlowalan3minibot.virtualave.net/miniature.html

I really hope someone can help me after reading this and seeing this China miniature
bottles trail. People’s Republic of China comprises of 23 provinces, 5 autonomous
regions, 4 municipalities and 2 special administrative regions. Unlike Scotland China
is very vast and it is not possible to travel the route without using air travel in the
short term.

Provinces
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Autonomous Regions

Municipalities

7. Hebei 8. Heilongjiang9. Henan 10. Hubei 11. Hunan 12. Jiangsu

13. Jiangxi 14. Jilin 18. Shandong19. Shanxi 20. Sichuan 22. Zhejiang

23. Taiwan

24. Guangxi 25. Nei Mongol 26. Ningxia

29. Beijing 30. Chongqing 31. Shanghai 32. Tianjin

Special Administrative
Regions

33. Hong Kong 34. Macau



Dates for your Diary & Club Web Site

Club Meeting in Calne, Wiltshire on
Saturday 5th August

Accommodation at the Marsh View Ho-
tel at a cost of £65 per room only. Break-
fast can be ordered at an extra cost of £10
per person, or alternatively the breakfast
is free at the hosts home, Laurie & Jacky.
To book the hotel call 01249 813318.  To
book your attendance at the meeting or
breakfast with Laurie & Jacky ring on
01249 819186.

Nearest train station is Chippenham, con-
tact hosts for collecting from station.
Meeting session is booked in the hotel
dining room on Saturday 5th August 2pm-
4pm. Entry is by bringing along 20 items
for sale. This can be bottles of any kind,
adverts, ashtrays, go-withs or anything
to do with our hobby of collecting.

http://www.minibottleclub.co.uk.istemp.com/home.html

If you have recently built a web site and
would like it to be included on the club
site then please email me on
mbc.membership@btopenworld.com.
Alternatively if you do not have internet
facilities and you would like your collec-
tion mentioned on the site then please
send me the information and perhaps
some photos and I can include a link to
your name. Please post to Jacky Drake,
22 Falcon Road, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11
8PL, UK.
I would like to nominate a web site page
to a different member each month, again
if you would like to be included then
please contact me on any of the above.
The member of the month page can in-
clude pictures of yourself with your col-
lection or just individual photos of your
choice. This will of course be on a first
come first served basis. Any volunteers
for the first showing?
By the time this newsletter arrives on
your doorstep, many of you who agreed
to receive your trial newsletter via PDF
File on the internet would have received
both. I thank all of you who agreed to
receive the trial and the general consen-
sus is before the replies come in is that
PDF copies would be appreciated along-
side the printed copy, if only to get the
newsletter to the members faster.
I appreciate that many members do not
have internet access and to these mem-
bers I emphasise that the newsletter will
always be available in printed format. The
idea is that we may encourage more over-
seas members who would be happy pay-
ing a smaller fee and and receive their
newsletters on line instead of paper for-
mat.
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2007
Potential meetings - still to be

confirmed.

Berlin, Exmouth, Bristol  & AGM - May

Closing date for October newsletter
is Saturday 16th September.



Many collectors can remember the series of Spanish brandy
miniatures from the Campeny Distillery with the nice com-
memorative labels for the Football World Cup in Spain, each
showing the symbol of the championship as well a couple of
national flags of the rival countries. Lots of collectors have
asked me if there are similar miniatures in Germany too. I have
unfortunately had to tell them no. The reason is that the
finance policy of FIFA has changed more and more from
support to profit in the last few years. I have recently spo-
ken with a proprietor of a small family liqueur factory in
East-Germany. He told me that he had planned to create a
series of miniatures labeled with the World Cup theme. But
the duties for using the FIFA symbols would raise the prices
for such bottles to high for anybody to buy them.

Nevertheless, I have a piece of good news for the readers
who collect figural bottles because two Eastern German
companies have brought some glass footballs to the market
this year. Firstly there is the clear glass bottle with a capacity of 0,04 litre (picture 1)
from the family liqueur factory Paul Schubert GmbH in Lauter, Ore Mountains in
Saxony. The bottle is stopped with a soda water stopper and it is filled with herb
liqueur at 35% alcohol by volume. The text on the golden paper label reads: “Lautergold
fair play”.

A couple of clear glass footballs at 0,02 litre capacity released from the company
Altenburger Destillerie und Liqueurfabrik GmbH in Alten-burg in Saxony/Anhalt.

They are stopped
with black metallic
screw caps. The small
paper stripe labels
show a football and
the series title
“PFIFF” (in English:
whistle). They are
filled with an energy
vodka drink at 10%
alc./vol. (picture 2)
and with a spicy
liqueur at 27% alc./vol.
(picture 3).

by Ivan Uhlík, Austria

14 Football miniature bottles



by Roy Nixon

Not a lot for me to report on this time round so I am going to diversify by adding a
couple of Liqueur’s to my Gin and Vodka pictures for you to look at.  The two Li-
queurs pictured below both come from Estonia.

15 White Spirits Report

Left: LIVIKO LIKOOR ,
Wild Strawberry at 21%.

Right: VANA TALLINN , Likoor 40%. This particular Likoor has been produced
with the same recipe for over 100 years. I have tasted this liqueur bought back

from Estonia at 50%, certainly helps you sleep.
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Left: Vodka RED SQUARE , Triple Distilled, 37.5%
Right: Vodka RED SQUARE , Blackcurrant, 37.5%

These 2 come in a shocking Pink tin box complete with two shot
glasses.

Left: OLD THOMAS  Vodka. 40%.80Proof. From Onistar,Tallinn,Estonia.
This particular bottle tomy  mind is one of the best miniatures I have ever seen,

unfortunately the photo does not do the bottle justice.
Right: REVAL  Dry Gin. 40%, 80 Proof. From Remedia Distillers,Estonia.
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  by David Spaid

We all know about imitation. It may be done for a variety of reasons; however, it still
comes down to “can I make money from someone else’s idea?” With that in mind, I
thought it would be interesting to show you both the new set of Chivas Regal Royal
Salute produced by Wade in the Midlands and also the new set of Cartavio Rums
from Peru.
The new Chivas set I think is absolutely marvelous except that it’s missing the crowns.
The slightly changed design and the labels are all quite well done. Now compare the
Cartavio set. Notice the similarity...and then notice the differences. The label is in-
cised in the ceramic and unfortunately the mold left something to be desired as you’ll
note that the top “label” is not straight. A minor quibble, but.....
So, two new sets, both interesting. In this case though, we certainly know which
came first and which is the imitation.

17 Sincere Flattery?



 by Mike Hobbs, Bristol

During April I  was visiting my local wine merchants, Averys of Bristol, when I no-
ticed a new addition to their usual vast range of wines and spirits called Bristol
Classic Rum which retails at £17.50 per bottle.

Rum is the spirit of the Caribbean. It has been distilled there from the native sugar
cane for more than three centuries. And yet it is too often considered as simple
alcohol, good for casual drinking, or mixed, hardly ever savoured for its own fine
qualities.

To seek out the rare and exceptional rums from individual estates, sometimes from a
single still, has been the mission of Bristol Spirits Limited who are operating from The
Old Brewery in Wickwar, Gloucestershire. I visited their offices and was kindly given
a ‘trade only’ miniature by their Administration Manager, Candy Gibson as well as
being treated to a viewing of some of their extensive range which includes 10 Year Old
Providence, 12 Year Old Port Morant, 12 Year Old Enmore, 16 Year Old Rockley Still, 16
Year Old Long Pond and 18 Year Old Versailles, all at 46% volume. Also there were
bottles of 1982 Finest Jamaica, 1974 Very Old Jamaica both at 43% volume and 1974

Finest Old Demerara at 46% volume.

The partners of Bristol Spirits have discovered a few
casks of original distillate which have not yet been
sold into anonymous blends – the usual fate of even
the finest rums. After many years of careful maturation
in damp, dark cellars on the British mainland, these
rare rums are now being presented in very limited quan-
tities. Each has been bottled straight from the cask at
its optimum strength, without chilling, and with only
light filtration, to preserve intact the subtleties of bou-
quet and taste.

Looking at the care taken with presentation, the atten-
tion to detail and the enthusiasm of this young Com-
pany, I can see why they maintain that these rums bear
comparison with the finest cognacs and malt whiskies.
They should first be tasted alone in a brandy snifter;
after that, for pure pleasure, on the rocks in a heavy
highball glass.

If anyone would like any further details, then please e-
mail me at mandjhobbs@tiscali.co.uk – Good Health!

18 RUM – The New Whisky?



The surface of the bottle and the general ornamental decoration give it a sense of
splendor and gracefulness. The bottle resembles an expensive carafe, and the
minimalist design of the label emphasizes the excellence of the beverage inside.

19 Imperial Vodka

“Imperial Collection” vodka is sold in decorative bottles, in gift packaging,
and in the form of Easter eggs, in classic Faberge style.

The decorative elements of the bottle copy the unsurpassed
style of the great Russian jeweler.



The relief of the bottle has artistic elements similar to that of the vodka collec-
tion. It appears both as part of a set, and as an independent product and is sold

at retail. The gift packaging of the bottle is a box fashioned in red velvet, which
emphasizes the excellence of the beverage inside.

The company is especially proud of the unique cases in the form of Easter eggs by
Karl Faberge. The manufacture of these eggs, along with carafes and glasses of
Venetian glass with refined gilding requires craftsmanship and experience. The pro-
duction of glass items (carafes and glasses) was entrusted to an old Italian factory
where the secrets of producing famous Venetian glass were passed on from genera-
tion to generation since the 12th century.

The small glasses with an uncommon relief decor are manually made. The relief gild-
ing is one of the most complicated stages and is fulfilled by an experienced old
enterprise. The decor elements are plated with 24 karat gold.

The hull of the egg is made of a resistant metal league - combination of zinc, copper,
aluminum and small amounts of other metals. This league is well known abroad and
used in many household and decorative fields. The surface of the egg is varnished,
emulating natural precious minerals. The varnish is resistant to abrasion, and imparts
special lustre. 10 colour combinations are presented.

The metal relief decor that covers the surface of the egg, is gilded in galvanic way.
The same method is used for gilding of the eagle and the three feet in the shape of
lions with wings.

A graceful and elegant golden eagle completes the composition. A most famous
Florentine master, who has been working in the Vatican at the invitation of the Pope
for more than 30 years, worked on its development. Producing of the eagle and
gilding of glass requires laborious manual work. The set consists of a corbel that is
fixing four glasses and a decorative cap for the carafe. The corbel and cap are gilded
in a galvanic bath. A large red glass crystal adorns the cap.

A special source of pride is the graceful and elegant gold eagle, which completes the
composition. One of the most famous Florentine masters, who for more than 30 years
has been working at the invitation of the Pope in the Vatican, worked on its develop-
ment.

Producing the eagle and gilding glass requires manual work.
Thanks to the painstaking labor of many talented masters, we are able to present to
you a true masterpiece: “Imperial Collection” vodka.
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Seen on eBay by seller
tanbudan and located in
Saint Petersburg.
Seller can be contacted
via email at
ronald@pochtamt.ru for
more information. Prices
start at $1375.00

21 Today, “Imperial Collection” vodka is a diamond in precious mounting. It is
unique and inimitable. The history of the great state of Russian returns to us in

a new guise. Noble beauty is embodied in an exclusive form, preserving and augment-
ing with great care the traditions of Russian art.



by Brian Sullivan, Gay Coleman, Roy Nixon

It all started with a phone call from my very good friend Brian Sullivan and his first
question was “What do you know about Dirty Dicks?” First answer was, Brian you
used to be a nurse! No not what you are thinking he replies. Now all sorts of ques-
tions were going through my head so I had to ask “what Dirty Dicks?” the pub he
replies. Short pause from myself and come back with an answer, was one of the oldest
Pubs in London. When were you last in it ? Long think from me, if it’s the same pub we
are talking about the last time I was in it was over twenty five years ago. Good replies
Brian got a job for you to do for me, go and do a bit of research about the Pub. Why?
Well I have just purchased a boxed set of four miniatures when I was at a bottle fair up
in the Highlands and I want to know something about them. Send me a photo down
and I will see what I can do for you. In the meantime I ring Gay and ask him what he
knows about Dirty Dicks (for all of you that know Gay I will spare his blushes by not
repeating his answer), his final answer I know just about as much as yourself. Now
one phone call is causing headaches for two of us, it means we have got to go and
visit a pub, (for the benefit of the wives we can’t remember the last time we frequented
such an establishment but this is going to be for research
purpose only) that was our story and we stuck by it. So a few
weeks later early on a Saturday morning we duly met up at
Liverpool St Station in London. We find the pub but to our
dismay it’s closed, then we noticed a cleaner who informed
us they would be open for business at 11.30. So what do we
do for two and a half hours, back on the under ground and
off to some of our usual haunts. Not a wasted time both Gay
and I find some minis, Irish whiskey for Gay and a few White
spirits for me. Now time to get back on the train to the pub as
its getting near opening time.
We spend an hour or so wine (beer and whiskey to be exact) and dining whilst we wait
for the manager to appear. He was duly pointed in our direction and we proceeded to
ask what he knew about the history of the pub and anything he could tell us about the
bottles in the photo Brian had provided us with. A short history of the pub and its
name follows in brief as we would have to write a book on the subject. The pub is still
on its original site at 202 & 204 Bishopsgate London and was established in 1745. The
eccentric personage after the D.D Cellars are named was NATHANIEL BENTLEY,
who about one hundred and thirty years ago was one of the best known characters in
the City of London. It was around 1761 that Nathaniel inherited the business from his
father, but it was his untidy and neglected habits that gained him the nickname of
“DIRTY DICK”. He was engaged to be married but just prior to the wedding he
received the news of the sudden death of his young lady. From thereon he became a
recluse and remained that way for over 50 years still living within the upper part of the
pub and admitting nobody.
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Some years before his death he
led a wandering life and con-

ducted business in Scotland, he re-
turned to London every April on the
anniversary of the death of his in-
tended bride. On his death he was bur-
ied in a small church yard in
Musselburgh, Scotland.
In 1870 part of the building was con-
demned and had to be pulled down but
the ceilings and walls of the original
building still remain today.
In the 1990’s the pub was acquired by a large pub chain and had to bring it up to date
to comply with health and safety standards but still retains most of the original
beams, flooring and cellars.
Now this brings us to the photo and the miniatures that led us to this fact finding
mission, but we will start with a bit of a bonus for Brian.
We were fortunate enough to be given a reproduction of the price lists for the Wines
& Spirits sold and supplied by D.D’s in the 1880’s. (If only the prices were the same
today as it cost us a fortune lubricating the landlord and persuading him to part with
it) and we hope that it reproduce’s sufficiently for all to see. As an added bonus we
even managed to come away with a small booklet entitled The Dirty Old Man ( DIRTY
DICK ) A LEGEND OF BISHOPSGATE, From “HOUSEHOLD WORDS” Conducted
by Charles Dickens.

Now for the well travelled minis that started life in London, went
to Scotland and back to London to their original home.
The box is the original packaging from WILLIAM BARKER &
SON (D.D.’S) LTD and has Miniature Hamper in faded writing
across the box. The box dates from around the 1930’s. This was
identified by the GIN miniature stating the Bishopsgate Distillery.
The four miniatures were all bottled by DIRTY DICKS LONDON.
“ The Empire ” Finest old Scotch Whisky.
Port ! PRODUCE OF PORTUGAL.

Castillon Three Barrel Brandy, (un-
fortunately not the original label)
D.D. London Gin
Brian has assured us the cheque
is in the post for all the expenses
we incurred !! Ah what the heck it
was fun so have this one on the
three of us and enjoy the pictures
at least.

Brian, Gay & Roy.

23







by Harland Johnson

Chilean whisky producers have issued a wide variety of miniatures in the past few
years.  One of them, Embotelladora Chile Ltda. of Santiago leads the pack, with at
least six different brands that comprise over  100 different minis.  Among those are
three limited edition series from Top Licores shown in the photos.  All of the minis are
40% abv.

The labels on one of the series show ten paintings by Chilean contemporary realist
painter Claudio Bravo.  A second series shows thirteen paintings by the late Chilean-
born French abstract expressionist/surrealist painter Roberto Matta.

The third series shows paintings of thirteen mounted horsemen from historical Prus-
sian cavalry regiments.  Each soldier’s rank, and the regiment’s establishment dates
(1698 to 1901) and location are shown, as follows:

Leutnant Grossherzoglich Mecklenburgisches, Dragoner-Regiment, 1867 - Parchim
Major 1.Sachsisches Pionier-Bataillon, 1698 - Pirnaen
Major Garde-Jager zu Pferde, 1897 - Unknown
Major Kurassier-Regiment Graf Wrangel, 1717 - Konigsburg
Major Leib-Garde-Husaren Regiment, 1815 - Potsdam
Obsert Garde-Dragoner-Regiment Konigin, Victoria von Grosbritannien und

Island, 1815 - Berlin
Private Regiment Konigs-Jager zu Pferde, 1901 - Posen
Rittmeister 1.Sachiches Train-Bataillon, 1810 - Dresden
Rittmeister Husaren-Regiment von Schill, 1741 - Ohlau
Rittmeister Regiment der Gardes du Corps, 1740 - Potsdam
Sergant Konigs-Ulanern-Regiment, 1803 - Hannover
Trooper Bayerisches 6.Chevauliger-Regiment, Prinz Albrecht von Preussen,

1803 - Bayreuth
Unteroffizier z.Leib-Husaren-Regiment, Konigin Viktoria von Preussen, 1741 -

Danzig

Please pay a visit to my web site on   miniliq@harlandjohnson.com

26 Chilean Whisky Limited Edition Sets

This section is to try to introduce a ques-
tion & answer section. Maybe there is
something you would like advice on that
other members may be able to help with.
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Rare Glenfiddich Ceramic Miniature
Decanter as seen on eBay.com

Towards the end of March, three of
these miniature decanters were spotted
on eBay, twice over.

They come in three different
colours, green, blue & black.

The first ones to be seen were all
three complete with their boxes
and the final bids were as follows:

Green = $338.33
Blue = $224.72
Black = $405.00

However, what was surprising was
that just 4 weeks later the follow-
ing prices were reached for all
three with NO boxes.

Green = $405.00
Blue = $207.50
Black = $511.00

Anyone know why these are so valuable?

Bell’s Wade porcelain whisky decanter

“To Celebrate A Joyous Wedding day”

This commemorative porcelain decanter was
sold on eBay in mint condition with no box.
75cl, 43% GL. Final amount reached was

£103.

31 eBay Watch
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 by Rodney Dunn

The original distiller y was founded in 1761 in Bridge Street, Warrington, Lancashire
by Thomas Dakin ‘Distiller and Wine merchant’. In that year he started to produce
Warrington Dry gin, a more carefully distilled gin than that common in London at the
time. The distillery passed to Thomas’s son Edward, and in turn to his son William.
William married in 1840 and willed the distillery to his wife who, on his death in 1860,
leased the distillery to two brothers, Gilbert and John Greenall.

In  1982 the whole Bridge Street site was sold to Edward Greenall the older, of
Grappenhall, and Edward Greenall, the younger, of Warrington.

In 1884 the company Gilbert and John Greenall Ltd took over the distillery, this com-
pany had a very diverse trade of wines and spirits, a trend that continues to this day
with a catalogue of over 2000 items.

1924 saw a merger with a local brewer, Greenall Whitley & Co Ltd, and expansion was
steady over the next 40 years.

In 1961, as a response to sheer lack of space at the Bridge Street distillery, construc-
tion of a new plant began. The foundation stone was laid on 21st December 1961 by
the eight-year-old son of the Hon. Edward G. Greenall, himself the son and heir of
Lord Daresbhry. This was the present Causeway distillery.  Production was moved
from Bridge Street, lock stock and still (literally) to the Causeway distillery which
came on stream in July 1962.

Production

Greenalls do not make their own spirit but take spirit from sources. They redistill this
spirit with the relevant botanicals to produce the range of different gins the company
markets. It is worth noting here that the company also produces other alcoholic
products as well as gin. The actual process of redistilation and the addition of the
botanical flavouring are unique to Greenalls.

The spirit is loaded into the still and reduced in strength by the addition of well water.
There are four stills in the plant, three for gin production and one for rectifying the
feints. Still number one is made from old stills from the Bridge Street distillery, being
made from the body of one and the surmounting column from another. Stills two and
three follow the same pattern. This pattern is the same as the stills used in the original
production of Warrington Gin. The still is heated by a steam jacket around the body.
The surmounting column contains four copper pans about eight inches deep.

Greenalls – The Company History



33 Cold water is passed from pan to pan by a siphoning action. This cold water
helps control the vapour ion its way to the botanicals and condenser by slowing

down the whole pace of distillation. The company believes that slow distillation
gives a better product; indeed it takes 11hours to work off one charge of the still. The
botanicals themselves are held in preformed copper containers attached to the va-
pour pipe. The vapour passes through the chosen botanical, so extracting the fla-
vouring elements from them. This is in complete contrast to all other gin production
where the botanicals are actually placed in the still with the spirit. Greenalls are the
only company in this country to use this method of extraction. The type, number and
proportions of the botanicals obviously varies from one type of gin to another. How-
ever, Greenalls use the following ingredients:

Juniper berries from Germany, Coriander from Morocco, the Zest of lemon peel from
Spain, Angelica from Belgium, Liquorice from England, Orris (from the Iris root) from
Italy, Cassia bark from the Orient and Almonds from Spain.

All ingredients are pre-tested by the company’s laboratories and only if they meet the
exact requirements are they ordered, and then only under guaranteed conditions from
the suppliers.

After distillation the gin is reduced in strength, filtered through a Carlson filter to give
the finished product a ‘polish’ and then bottled in one of the bottling lines present in
the plant.

The Company’s Product in Miniature

Greenalls produce a wide variety of different gins, as well as other products and many
of these are bottled in miniature.

Special thanks must go to Roger Thomason, the export manager of Greenalls for all
his help, the bottles and labels he sent me.

(Article taken from an old club newsletter dated June 1994, information was correct at
original time of print).
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by Alex Barclay

I was driving home a couple of Fridays ago when I got a call from Bert Thomson. Bert
told me that Paul Conniff had died that day. I was absolutely stunned by the news.
The last time I had seen Paul was at the 2005 AGM and he had been his usual friendly
and dynamic self on that day. I had known Paul for almost as long as I have been in the
club, he had visited my home on several occasions, particularly in the 80s, when we
had had many long chats on collecting. I remember, in particular, one Sunday in the
mid 80s. We were all younger then so I got in my car in Birmingham at about 7 am and
arrived in Paul’s house in Alexandria at about mid-day as his house meeting was
starting. As always Paul and Lynne made everyone very welcome with loads of food
and drink. I left again at about 4 pm and got home at about 9 pm feeling very tired but
with a clutch of new bottles and memories of a very happy day. Paul will be much
missed and my deepest sympathy goes out to Lynne at this sad time.
Moving on to what’s new in the whisky world, the past couple of months, as per most
of 2006 so far, have seen a trickle of new issues with nothing major appearing. This is
usually another quiet time of year for miniature releases and with the warm summer

weather combined with the world cup (yes, I am a Scotsman who
happily supports England), I have given very little time to my collect-
ing hobby.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, Tullibardine distillery was about
to release a bottling of 1966 whisky to celebrate the world cup. The full
sized bottle had a special label but the miniature had the usual special
release label with the details written on by hand. The whisky was
distilled in 1966 and was bottled from a butt at 48% volume. It retails at
£30. I subsequently discovered that a second 1966 miniature had also
been produced. This one, also from
a butt, was bottled at 49.8% volume
and retailed at £25. The only “spe-
cial” feature about the “world cup”
mini is that it came with a small two

page booklet attached to the neck by a piece of
string. This gave tasting notes for the 1966 World
Cup Vintage Cask 2132. I have always considered
that the vintage Tullibardine minis are expensive
even if the whisky is 40 years old but I do not know
how, on this occasion, they could justify and addi-
tional charge of £5 for a slightly weaker whisky
based on the addition of a small piece of paper!
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Staying with Tullibardine, a new standard miniature with a fully printed label
has also appeared. This is a 1992 vintage and is bottled at 46% vol-
ume. It is available from the distillery at £6.

Continuing with distillery issues, a new set of
three 10cl Glenrothes minis has appeared in the
USA. The set contains the previously released
USA version of the Select Reserve, a 1997 bottled
in 2005 which only differs from the UK version in
that the strength is given as 43% Alc / Vol rather
than 43% vol and a 1991 bottled in 2006. The UK
version of this one was bottled in 2005. This la-
bel, in common with the USA Select Reserve, has
the strength printed on the bottom left hand cor-
ner rather than in a box on the LHS of the label.

Glen Garioch distillery has apparently released two new mini-
atures in the style of the 8, 12 and 21 year old label. The new
additions are at 10 and 15 yo and are apparently only available
in the distillery shop at this time.

You may recall that some months ago a new
BenRiach mini appeared in the Whisky Herit-
age Centre in Edinburgh. This was the 20 year old with a blue picture
on the label. (I still have not been able to add this to my collection as
they do not do mail order). Well it seems that a red label version of
the 12 year old has now appeared.
This was spotted on an eBay auction but I have no idea of where it
can be bought. Would any member spotting either of these BenRiach
variants for sale please let me know where they can be bought and I

will pass on details in the next newsletter.

Finishing off my section on distillery issues of single malts, it seems
that the Aberlour  10 yo mini is now available in the shorter TRC bottle
style and that there may have been six or seven different 10cl bottlings
from Balvenie including a “Christmas Special” which was only avail-
able to retailers as a gift. Lastly, a version of Highland Park 18yo has
been found in Milroys in London with a Greek importer’s back label.

A couple of issues back I reported that Sheep Dip malt had a new label.
I am now able to show a picture of this miniature. It is described as “a
blend of rare single malt whiskies” (that horrible word blend used in-
stead of vatted) at 40% volume with no age given. I must admit that the
label design is not to my liking!
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Moving on to bottlings by the independents, as far as I am aware, only Gordon
and MacPhail have released anything in the past two months. The
first miniature brought to my attention was an addition to their vintage
Ardmore range. This one was distilled in 1990 and differs from all
previous vintages in that it is bottled at 43% rather than 40% volume.
All of the other new issues are in the Connoisseurs Choice range. So
far the following have appeared but others may follow:

Auchroisk 1993 43% volume
Bladnoch 1991 40% volume
Blair Athol 1993 43% volume
Caol Ila 1994 40% volume
Dufftown 1993 43% volume
Mannochmore 1990 strength unknown.

This is the first time that
Auchroisk, Blair Athol and
Dufftown have appeared in
the Connoisseurs Choice
range and the move away
from bottling all of the CC
whiskies at 40% volume
continues.

The only blended whisky which has been
reported to me is a World Cup Special avail-
able from Just Miniatures along with similar
miniatures of gin, vodka and brandy. One
blended whisky which did come to my at-
tention although it may not be new is “The
Gordon Highlanders” bottled by Wm.Grant
in a Balvenie style bottle at 43% vol for ex-
port to the Americas in particular.

Moving away from Scotland, one new Irish
Whisky mini has been released it is
Knappogue Castle 1994 vintage bottled at
40% volume. 1992 and 1993 vintage have
previously been available.

37



Two new John Brown Special miniatures have been reported from Malta. One is
described as Fine Whisky and the other as Fine Spirit. They are bottled at 38%
volume in 3 cl. size.

Although not strictly whisky, two new Scotch Whisky Liqueurs have appeared on
the market. They are Braudar Malt Whisky Liqueur  bottled at 22% vol and Arran
Gold Malt Whisky Cream Liqueur  at 17% vol.

Finally David Hamilton has asked me to let members know that he will have two new
James MacArthur miniatures available. Information from David is as follows:
13yo Cragganmore 61% vol. - Cost £6
10yo Laphroaig (strength not available) - Cost £5
Both are under the Old Master’s Cask Strength label. Orders to arrive by September
2nd and they should be mailed by the end of September. Please order directly from
David at his home address. Mailing charges are: UK Members - 1 mini - £1.50 - 2
minis £2 - Overseas Members - 1 mini £2.50 - 2 minis £3.50

I have noticed over the past few issues that my articles seem to be getting shorter. I
believe that there have been fewer new issues this year than for some time but there
will always be new stuff out there that I do not know about so please drop me a letter
or an email with anything you may find.
For those of you who are interested I have opened my own web site at
www.axmaltwhisky.co.uk . I have not had the time to add much to it in recent weeks
but I am sure that it will give me many happy hours of work and fun over the winter.
Please let me have your comments if you have time and the ability to visit it.

Four new Japanese Single Malt miniatures were reported to me by Taizo
Shiratsuchi. These are Kirin Fujisanroku  Single Malt 18yo, 43% volume is-

sued as a sample in a very attractive box, Suntory Old Genshu Single Malt, Suntory
Reserve Genshu Single Malt and Suntory Hotuto 50.5 Genshu Single Malt. The three
Suntory minis come in small boxes which were hung over the necks of full sized
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Wouter Simon Rijnbende, The Netherlands

A few years ago I met Hugh Thornton on the Internet. After some emails, Hugh asked
me to write a small piece for the Mini Bottle Club newsletter. I promised him to do so
in January 2004, and yet, almost 2½ years later I have finally found the time to do so.
First let me explain who I am, my name is Wouter Rijnbende. Some of you might even
recognise my last name, or maybe when it is spelled
like Rynbende. Yep. Rynbende as in “Rynbende Gin”.
Ok, I am not directly related to the Simon Rijnbende
who started the Rynbende distillery in 1793, but his
grandfather and my grand-grand-grand- (and some
more) grandfather where brothers.
In 1979, when I was still a little boy, my parents, my
brother and I went on holiday to Belgium. At the camp
site there was a small bar, and the barman collected all
kinds of miniature bottles. Among them, a three edged
bottle with a Rijnbende label on it. I knew my parents
had one, it was given to him by his father, but, that we
would never be able to find another one. Anyhow, as
a 10 year old, bold as I was, I went to the barman and
asked him if I could have this bottle. And, to keep a long story a little shorter, I
succeeded. My first miniture bottle. Jee. I was so happy.

In the years that followed, my dad and I always had our eyes open for Rynbende
items. But, we never found any Rynbende bottles. In 1997 mam and dad phoned me
and invited me and my wife Agnes to come over for a cup of coffee. We went to their
farmhouse, to our surprise, mam and dad had found a Delft Blue KLM house, marked
with Rynbende on the bottom. Wow! We had never seen one before, would there be
more of these houses?
My wife Agnes noticed an advert in the newspaper telling us that there was a large
flea market in January 1998 in Utrecht. We had never seen such a flea market, but
maybe we were able to find some houses. We were very happy to pay NLG 40 for our
first KLM house. We did not know at that time that they were a lot cheaper, but hey,
we had one. At the end of the day, we had even found 7 houses. Yes! Now we had
more than my parents.

That night we phoned them to tell them our score. But it appeared that they also went
to a smaller flea market, and also found 7 houses. So, they still had one house more
than we had. Still, we had a secret weapon. In Utrecht we met a guy who noticed us
watching the Rynbende houses. He said “you should collect the Bols houses, they
are newer and look nicer”.
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At first we did not tell him our last name, afraid that he would be a seller, and
charge us double prices. But, it appeared he was not selling houses in Utrecht,

so we told him anyhow. It turned out that he was a dealer in KLM houses, and
hearing our last name he said he would check his doubles when he got back home. A
day later the man called us and told us he had 23 houses for us, from which 21 we did
not yet have. We picked up the houses at his place, and immediately invited my
parents over for coffee. “Hey dad, I have two duplicate houses for you”. You could
hear him think “wait a minute, we were ahead with one house, and now he calls us
that he has 2 houses for us? How come?” His eyes than noticed a collection of 28
houses. “Oh my…”.

That’s how collecting started for us. In a “battle” to keep outbiding each other, we
visited as many auctions and flea markets as possible. I also found eBay on the
internet, on which Rijnbende items were offered for sale from all over the world. First

I was a little afraid this would not be safe, since then I have
had so many safe transactions, that I am very happy I
joined the eBay community.

Simon Rynbende was an enterprising young man, who, at
the age of 16, founded a distillery at Schiedam. The year
was 1793. Simon wasn’t even old enough to sign his own
business papers, and the wise city fathers shook their
heads and were a little doubtful about it all. They may
have thought: “If he fails, it’ll be a lesson to him!” But
Simon was fully decided not to be a failure. He would set
new standards of Schiedam gin quality, and so he did. And

as if that were not enough for one man, he did many things beside, and did them well
too!

At the age of 21 Simon became a first lieutenant, then a captain of the Fusiliers. When
he was 29 years old he was made a major.

In the meantime (he was 25 then) he became a member of the Schiedam municipality,
afterwards alderman and vice-president of the Town Council. Then judge, justice of
the peace, member of the High Court at The Hague, member of the Council of the
Provincial States, and Mayor of Schiedam. His main clime to fame, however, remains
the distillery he founded. The man Simon Rynbende cannot be better sketched than
by his own words which constituted his programme: “Take care to obtain and main-
tain a good reputation and, therefore, make only the very best”. He himself stuck to
that programme, and so did his successors. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
name Rynbende still stands for the finest gin made in Schiedam distilleries and ex-
ported to many countries. Experience, the use of the best recipes, and the accuracy of
the manufacturing process are some of the foundations on which the quality of
Rynbende gin and liquors rests.
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Simon Rijnbende was born on March 28th. 1777. At the age of 9 Simon came
along with his father, on a ship called “De Oranje Zaal”, on which his father (Jan

Rijnbende) was captain. In 1786 a very adventurous journey started, inlcuding fights
with sea-robbers in the Indian Archipel. After many journeys, this period ended about
three years later. Probably stimulated by the rising business in Moutwine industry, he
ended this adventurous sea-man’s life and started to learn the principles of distilling.
At the age of 16 he founded his own distillery, located at “Het Groeneweegje” in
Schiedam, for which he had to pay ƒ18.000 in 1793.

Right: Margarethus Rijnbende

Because Rijnbende became very active in
trade, Simon Rijnbende founded in 1797
“Rijnbende & Comp.” together with his busi-
ness partner Pieter de Graaff. This partner-
ship was pure for the commercial side of the
company; Simon Rijnbende kept the distillery
to himself. In 1801 this partnership was en-
larged when Cornelis Adrianus van Bol’es,
his brother-in-law, and P. Dijkmans joined
them. The first years were very profitable, but
later on there were great losses due to a de-
cline in the Geneva industry. In 1834 the firm
“Simon Rijnbende en Zonen” was founded in
order to continue Simon Rijnbende’s distill-
ery.

Simon Rijnbende and his sons Alber tus Gerard Rijnbende and Margar ethus
Rijnbende participated in this firm. On December 21st. 1843 Albertus Gerard died.
Margarethus then did most of the running, because Simon Rijnbende did not have so
much time because of all his other functions. On November 14th. 1853 Simon Rijnbende
died. According to a contract, Simon’s unmarried daughter’s Anna Petronella and
Maria Wilhelmina  also participated in this firm. Because of the death of Simon
Rijnbende, the firm “Rijnbende & Comp.” was ended. The firm “Rijnbende & De
Graaff” still continued. Pieter de Graaff had already died in 1842, but was followed by
his son Jan de Graaff. When Jan died in 1876, the partnership “Rijnbende & Comp.”
was ended. Margarethus Rijnbende then continued the firm by his own name. On
April 1st. 1885 Margarethus died at the age of almost 72, it was a few months after his
50th anniversary as partner of this firm. Margarethus’s last wish was that his cousin
Simon Adrianus Maas would be allowed to continue the firm for one year at the
expense of the heirs, and after that year at his own expense. S.A. Maas was a son of
Elizabeth M.C. Rijnbende and Dr. Adrianus Maas. He had been working in his uncle’s
firm since 1880. Simon Adrianus Maas died in 1898.
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Bottling stoneware jugs at the distillery in 1953

Until 1922 Simon’s son Simon Adrianus Maas, had been working for the firm. After
that year, no member of the family had been working for the Rynbende firm. S.A. Maas
sold the Rynbende firm in 1922 to the K.N.S.G.F. (Koninklijke Nederlandse Spiritus &
Gist Fabrieken) in Delft. Mr. N.F. van Moorsel became director of the Rynbende com-
pany (1922-1948).

In 1948 Mr. A. J. Breve became director of the Rynbende company. Breve started
working for Rynbende on November 1st. 1924 as “Chef de Bureau”. In 1929 he became
a proxy holder (“procuratie-houder”) and in 1943 he became deputy director (“onder-
directeur”). After having worked for 38 years for the Rynbende company, Breve re-
signed in 1963 due to health problems.

In 1970 the K.N.S.G.F. merged (for the distillery part) with the Z.N.S.F. (Zuid Nederlandse
Spiritus Fabrieken) and founded the H.V.D. (Henkes Verenigde Distilleerderijen).
Henkes had a brand new building built in 1966 in Hendrik Ido Ambacht. In 1970 the
production part could start. A little later Henkes merged with Rynbende (in to the
HVD?) I was told that Mr. van der Poel was the director at the Rynbende firm when
they moved to Hendrik Ido Ambacht.
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Somewhere around 1980 Henkes was taken over by BOLS. Bols has issued a
series of Rynbende bottles in 1980. Since that time it became very quiet... In 1998

a dutch company called Mitra issued Rynbende gin, but unfortunately, not in the nice
packing we were used to.

I am sorry to say  “Just normal glass.”

Shipping bottles from the distillery

Nowadays, after 10th years of collecting, I managed to obtain approx. 450 different
Rynbende miniatures. On my website www.rynbende.com I share all information with
other collectors all over the world. You can also find to items I am still looking for, that
is, when I know I am looking for it. The problem is that I don’t know where it all ends...
I met an employee of the Rynbende company, who still had three books filled with
different Rynbende labels, each of them numbered. Over 3000 labels. Meaning, I am
far from finished collecting...

If you have any Rynbende items missing in my collection, or have other information
about the Rynbende company, feel free to contact me at mbc@rynbende.com.

From: “Schiedam more than a name”, published by Simon Rynbende and Sons
Distilleries
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 by Rodney Dunn

Hi, It’ s me Terri writing yet another article for Dad.  Of course this time it is different
as I am sending everything to Jacky instead of David.  WELL DONE JACKY FOR
TAKING ON THE ROLE!!  We will do all we can in the way of articles to help, if
readers are not bored with them, which from the phone calls we get we take it you
enjoy them so that is why we are here again.

What I would personally like to see back in the newsletters is the ‘How It All Began’
articles.  I use to enjoy reading about how people began their collections and how
they got to the standards that they are now.  It is also something old and new
members can contribute to.  So come on everyone it doesn’t have to be an essay just
explain where you got your first item, how the second arrived and so on, type it up
and send it up/down to Jacky either by post or email. Now on to Dad’s report.

By the time this newsletter comes out I would have had my 50th Birthday which means
I have been collecting with my wife for 18 years, developing from collecting anything
and everything in the miniature department to now specialising in Johnnie Walker
Bottles, Memorabilia and Bell Decanters.  I went to my 1st AGM at Blackpool in 1990
and was elected Gin Officer at the same meeting much to my surprise, I have made a
lot of bottle collecting friends over the
years, so please next year make the effort
and come along to the AGM it is a great
way to meet fellow collectors and put faces
to names and bring the AGM back to what
it use to be when I first joined the club. If I
leave this now and just put a couple of
photos to it I have made and article it only
takes a bit of waffle (it does help to have
interesting waffle) so anyone can have a
go.

I won’t leave it there. What I wanted to
inform you of this time is the new Johnnie
Walker Blue Signature, this bottle is only
done for Duty Free. I am still trying very
hard to get one but with not much joy.  I
have enclosed a photo so if you have
brought one back from your holidays and
you haven’t popped that cork yet, please
do think of me before you do.

44 Old Items I  Would Like



For your information there is now a Johnnie Walker Blue Label Magnum size.
Anyone that watched the Formula One Grand Prix the other
week would have seen Ron Dennis (Maclaren) being presented
with one.  Lucky Devil!!

Another new bottle that we have just found out about is the
Caol Ila and it has on the top of the label “ONLY FOR USE ON
JOHNNIE WALKER MENTORING”.  Sorry this is not a very
good photo but it is what someone has sent me of the one they
have got.  So again if you have one or seen one please let me
know, remembering it is not only me that wants it there are
other Johnnie Walker Collectors in the club so if you get one
and are worried I may have got it in the meantime there are
plenty of other collectors (aren’t there Martin and Bobby??).

Can anyone remember
about 12 months ago I
put in an article about
a Johnnie Walker De-
canter I got, well I have
just seen one com-
pletely different on
eBay which would
look great in my col-
lection but too much
for me  - but what a
wonderful Decanter!

Thank you for reading
my dribble again, hope
some of it was interest-
ing!!  I expect Jacky
and Laurie’s meeting
would have been over
by the time you read
this but I hope lots of
people turned up and
we all had a good meet-
ing.
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Just Miniatures
Established in 2003 and originally working out of one of the directors homes, Just
Miniatures has come a long way in a short period of time, moving first to a shop in
Colchester and then last year to purpose built Cellars in the market town of Hadleigh,
Suffolk where they now stock over 2000 different products, from whisky to gin,
vodka to port, brandy, wines and more. Just Miniatures have become one of the
largest and most successful distributors of miniatures selling direct to the public via
their internet site and also wholesaling to the retail, hotel and travel industries in large
volumes, so whether you are an off licence, department store, hotel, airline or indi-
vidual, Just Miniatures has the most extensive range of products at some of the best
prices available.  For almost all product lines they can offer a next day delivery
service.

New Website Launch – Following on from their total re-branding last year they have
now re-launched their website to reflect their new branding. It is now easier to use
and has more facilities such as a “live online advisor facility” so one of their support
staff can help you online should you be having difficulties finding a product.  The
shopping cart facilities and checkout have also been simplified and of course they
operate the highest levels of security for online customers.

They are soon to launch three partner sites, Just Miniature Favours, Just Miniature
Gifts and Just Miniature Wines, each of which will sell more specialised products.
Their Favours are perfect for Weddings, Christenings and any other special event
and can be personalised to suit your own taste.  Similarly, they can create personal-
ised Gifts for individuals or companies and they also have a massive range of already
branded gift products.

Just Miniature Wines will soon offer a huge range of single serve quarter bottles of
wine in red, white and rosé as well as a comprehensive range of champagnes and
sparkling wines also in several sizes. Exclusive Distributors – Just Miniatures are
now exclusive distributors for several of the main Independent Whisky Bottlers in
Scotland including Old Malt Cask and Hart Brothers and they hope to add to this list
over the coming year.

Their commitment to Miniature Retailers – They are soon to launch a range of display
cabinets, which will be supplied to any retailers that sell or plan to sell reasonable
volumes of miniatures.  These cabinets are beautifully made and branded with the
Just Miniatures logo and they can also supply a range of high quality gift bags and
boxes for retailers to sell alongside the miniatures.  They do require minimum annual
order levels but their local Sales Representative will be happy to assist any retailer
interested in this scheme by liaising and advising on what are the most popular
products.
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47 Aberlour Miniatures

by Laurie Drake

For the new bottle collector, it is a minefield. How many different label designs and
bottle shapes are there for a single distillery malt whisky, which does not including
Conn. Choice, Cadenheads, Signatorys and any other Independent bottler. We know
there are label variations like 40% 43%, Pure and Malt, also different proofs etc. but
just how many complete redesigned label changes are there?

In this issue, I am going to look at Aberlour malt whisky, and look at the different label
designs, that have been released on general sale.  If any member has other label
designs please get in touch.
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2  very old Famous Grouse miniature bottles that have very slight label variations,
just enough to make a collector interested.

My wife is currently compiling a
master list of all malt whisky mini-
ature bottles and this can be viewed
on my web site below. This listing
includes all distillery malts & pri-
vate bottlers, but does not include
un-named malt whisky bottles.

If you feel your collection can add
some differences to this listing then
please send your list via email to:
ladrake@btopenworld.com

Paper copies can be sent to Jacky
Drake, 22 Falcon Road, Calne,
Wiltshire, SN11 8PL.

www.lauriesminiaturewhiskybottles.com











53 Creature Feature

by Alan Low

This type of creature feature wines is from the region of Indo-china, a peninsula of
Southeast Asia, comprising Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, and east
Malaysia.

Chinese wines and Indo-china wines use similar Chinese traditional herbs to make
their wines but the different is that the Indo-China method is typically bottled dried or
with live ingredient like Snake, Scorpion and Sea Horse etc with herbs and infused
with a base wine into individual bottles. These are ready for market without the next
process of re-distillation or re-brew, but the wine itself slowly lets the ingredients
release their essence into the wine.

Most of these wines are made by unknown manufacturers with their own traditional
recipe and methods. Creepy-crawly is what has the same heath benefit similar to
Chinese wine, promotes blood circulation, strengthening body, boosts energy etc.

Bamboo Bee Wine Centipede Wine King Cobra Wine
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Pipefishes Wine 2 Scorpian Wine

Seahorse Wine 2 Snake Wines Toad Wine Watersnake Wine



 by John Sullivan

Mini vodka collecting, just as in any hobby, has a million stories to be told.  Here is
one that you might enjoy.  About 4 years ago, a Ukrainian distiller started issuing a set
of mini vodka bottles under the name Kazenka.  The first bottle that appeared was
with a red label with white hammer and sickle on the label.  It was an interesting bottle
but I was not too excited by it.  On my next trip to Kiev, I went to look for some more
of them for my friends, who wanted one.  I went to the store where I bought the first
one and I saw another Kazenka bottle with a picture on it.  I asked to look at the bottle
and saw there was year on the side of the label.  I asker the shop lady if she had any
others.  She then proceeded to give me a 5 pack container with a picture of Leonid
Brezhnev on it with 5 different Kazenka’s inside.  By now, I was starting to get excited.
I had the original bottle but now I had 6 other Kazenka’s that were different.  Each one
had a different picture on the label and a year on the side of the label.  I ended up
buying about 60 Kazenka bottles from that shop that day with about 40 of them being
different.  I then started looking all over Kiev for more of the bottles.  I found about 50
more bottles with about 15 different labels.  I sent my friend, George Lisenko an email
from Kiev, telling him what I had found.   I was very excited.  Fortunately, there was a
name and address and phone number on the back of the label, showing the business
location in Kiev of the distributor for these bottles.  I asked the daughter of a busi-
ness associate in Kiev if she could take me to this place.

After quite a search, we found the place and saw 100’s of the bottles in that location.
I went through about 300 bottles there and found about 20 more bottles I did not
have.  I was also told that the firm produced Kazenka bottles for each year of the
Russian Socialist government, which was from 1917 to 1991.  They wanted to put a
picture of some significance for each year on the label.  However, they got a few
things wrong.  They printed 1945 with two labels to begin with and forgot another
year all together.  They later came out with the missing year and they also came out
with another label for 1944.  They also came out with Yuri Andropov, the ex Russian
president on a label for a year after he was dead.  They later changed him to the
correct year so that there are two bottles with different years showing the picture of
Yuri Andropov.  Remember, when I first started to talk about these Kazenka bottles in
the beginning of this article, I mentioned that the first bottle was one with a Hammer
& Sickle on the label?  Well, the company went on to product three different versions
of the bottle with the Hammer & Sickle on the label.  Do you have all three in your
collection?  The company also produced several of the old Russian vodkas such as
Stolichnaya, Moskovskaya and Pschenenaya.  They never exported any of the
Kazenka branded bottles as far as I know.  However, for those of you in the UK, this
same company that did the Kazenka bottles also did the Sputnik bottles that you can
find exported only into the UK.  They are not available in the Ukraine.  There are at
least 4 different Sputnik bottles that I know about and have in my collection. I hope
this article gives you a little insight into the Kazenka bottles from the Ukraine.
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Dear Members,

Unfortunately I have found myself Newsletter Editor as well as membership Secretary
for the foreseeable future.

I would just like to correct any misconceptions that may have been given in the
previous newsletter.

Yes, I will admit to standing for election of Membership Secretary. This was
because I felt the club needed to move with the times and into the 21st century and
accept membership and such on line. As I had recently created the club web site on
http://www.minibottleclub.co.uk.istemp.com, I thought that maybe, this would be an
ideal way of increasing the overseas membership.

I was very upset that it was indicated that meetings had been held prior to the
AGM and that my standing for this position had therefore been planned in such a way
as to cause embarrassment for some. This was not the case and I only actually decided
on the Saturday morning that I would stand for the position because it had been
pointed out that all officer positions were up for re-election on the day.

As you will all know after reading the minutes the voting was very close and I
was elected as Membership Secretary. It was I must emphasise, later in the proceed-
ings, that the outgoing Secretary resigned his post as Newsletter Editor.

I actually consider that we have the best newsletter in the world for our hobby
and was taken back by David’s resignation. I duly offered to take the position until a
replacement could be found because the club could not be left without what I consider
to be it’s best asset.

So there you have it, I am sure I have made a few enemies because of my
decision to stand and to them I apologise, but as a democratic club, I also feel I will
have made a few extra friends along the way too.

I have a lot to live up to with our existing newsletters and I am sure a few errors
will be found along the way, but with your help the club can only move forward and
become a bigger and better club.

Because there were no articles in hand so to speak I make special thanks to all
who have contributed to this newsletter, Thank You.

Sincere Regards
Jacky Drake


